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Lampedusa, sentinel’s Island of Europe

In this first three-year phase (1998-2000) 
of  the readmission agreements’ applica-
tion, Italy supplied 20 million euros’ worth 
of  material to Tunisia. In exchange, Tunisia 
received a privileged quota for «legal en-
tries» (employment visas) into Italy: 3,000 
in 2000 and 2001, 2,000 in 2002 and 600 in 
2003.

After the interruption of  Italian fun-
ding, a decrease in entry quotas and an in-
crease in the arrivals of  migrants by sea, in 
2003 the Italian government decided to 
reopen negotiations with Tunisia to sign a 
new readmission agreement, which was 
reached at the end of  the year. It also 
concerned police cooperation:  Italy com-
mitted to train the Tunisian police and to 
increase the legal entry quotas (which, after 
the agreement was signed, rose from 600 
to 3,000 units). 

In 2004, Tunisia proved its goodwill by 
adopting a law envisaged harsh sentences 
for people accused of  involvement in traf-
ficking migrants, and the departures of  boat 
people partly shifted to neighbouring Libya.

Lampedusa - Italia - August 2007



NGOs members of Migreurop
BELGIUM
CIRE Coordination et initiatives pour et avec les refugiés et étrangers / CNCD Centre national de coopération 
au développement / LDH Ligue des droits de l’homme / SAD Syndicat des avocats pour la démocratie

SPAIN
Andalucia Acoge /APDHA Asociación pro derechos humanos de Andalucia / CEAR Comisión española de ayuda 
al refugiado / MUGAK Centro de Estudios y Documentación sobre racismo y xenofobia / ACSUR Las Segovias

FRANCE
ACORT Assemblée citoyenne des originaires de Turquie / ACT UP / ANAFE Association nationale d’assistance 
aux frontières pour les étrangers / ATMF Association des travailleurs maghrébins de France / Cimade
FASTI Fédération des associations de solidarité avec les travailleurs immigrés / FTCR Fédération des Tunisiens 
pour une citoyenneté des deux rives / GAS Groupe accueil et solidarité / GISTI Groupe d’information et de 
soutien des immigrés / IPAM Initiatives pour un autre monde / JRS France Jesuit Refugee Service / MRAP Mouve-
ment contre le racisme et pour l’amitié entre les peuples

ITALY
ARCI Associazione ricreativa culturale italiana / ASGI Associazione studi giuridici sull’immigrazione / Melting Pot / 
NAGA Associazione volontaria di assistenza socio-sanitaria e per i diritti di stranieri e nomadi

MALI
AME Association malienne des expulsés

MAROCCO
ABCDS-Oujda Association Beni Znassen pour la culture, le développement et la solidarité / AFVIC Association 
des amis et familles des victimes de l’immigration clandestine / AMDH Association marocaine des droits humains 
/ AMERM Association marocaine d’études et de recherches sur les migrations / GADEM Groupe antiraciste 
d’accompagnement et de défense des étrangers et migrants / Pateras de la vida

MAURITANIA
AMDH Association mauritanienne des droits de l’homme

PORTUGAL
SOLIM Solidariedade Imigrante

GREAT BRITAIN
Statewatch / Barbed Wire Britain Network

LIBANON
Frontiers

SWITZERLAND
Solidarité sans frontières

TOGO
Attac Togo

Pictures : 

- Sara Prestianni for the cover picture, Greece, Ca-
lais and Lampedusa 
www.flickr.com/photos/saraprestianni 

- Laetitia Tura for Morocco
www.territoiresenmarge.fr 

- Fatih Pinar for Turkey
www.fatihpinar.com 

Scale model and layout of this report has been done 
with the kindly help of Anafé and Caroline Maillary. 

Maps extracts from : Migreurop, Atlas des migrants - 
Géographie critique des politiques migratoires, Paris, 
Armand Colin, 144 p., 2009. 
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Migreurop
21ter rue Voltaire 75011 Paris
Tél : +33 1 53 27 87 81
Fax : +33 1 43 67 16 42 - contact@migreurop.org
http://www.migreurop.org

Born in 2002, the Migreurop network brings together activists and 
over forty associations from thirteen countries both north and south 
of the Mediterranean. Its goal is to collect information to reveal and 
denounce the effects of the European Union’s migration policies 
insofar as  human rights violations are concerned, particularly in 
places of detention. The map of camps for foreigners in Europe 
and in Mediterranean countries drawn up by Migreurop, which is 
regularly updated, has become a reference in this field. 
Since 2008, the Migreurop network’s work has taken on the form, 
in particular, of a Borders Observatory that rests upon a number 
of tools: apart from the divulging of information on human rights 
violations at borders through its e-mail list and website, Migreurop 
has launched a campaign for a ‘Right of access in the places of 
detention for migrants’, and has set up a working group on the 
consequences of readmission agreements reached between the 
European Union and its neighbours. In September 2009, Migreurop 
published an ‘Atlas of migrants in Europe’, which aims to be a work 
of critical geography of border controls. 
Migreurop releases this report on the violation of human rights at 
borders, ‘Murderous Borders’, within the framework of the Borders 
Observatory. For this first edition, Migreurop has chosen to focus 
on four symbolic poles of the misdeeds of the policies enacted by 
the European Union: the Greek-Turkish border, the Calais region in 
northwestern France, that of Oujda, in eastern Morocco, and the 
island of Lampedusa in the far south of Italy. They represent as 
many stops, of varying length and too often tragic, in the odyssey 
of thousands of people who, every year, seek to flee persecutions 
through chosen or obligatory exile, or simply to escape the fate that 
is reserved to them, by attempting to reach Europe.

November 2009  


